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TITLE OF BILL

AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to a prohibition on diversion of funds dedicated to
public transportation systems in New York State.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS

This bill would amend Section 182 of the executive law, to prohibit the director of the budget, or any
other member of the executive branch, from diverting funds dedicated to public transportation systems
anywhere in NY State to the general fund or to any other purpose. These dedicated funds include
revenues derived from taxes and fees paid by the public into any fund created by law including, but not
limited to, Sections 88, 89-c and 92 FF of the state finance law and chapter 25 of the laws of 2009.

In the event of a diversion of such funds by passage of legislation during a regular or extraordinary
session of the legislature, the director of the budget shall include a “diversion impact statement” in the
statute diverting the funds. The impact statement shall include:

e the total amount of the diversion;
the amount diverted from each dedicated mass transit fund;
the diversion expressed as monthly transit fares;
the amount diverted during the preceding five years;
the date when the diversion is to occur; and a
a detailed estimate of the impact of the diversion on public transportation service, maintenance,
security and the current capital program.

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT

In 2011, in reaction to the diversion of $260 million in transit funds by the Governor, the Senate and
Assembly overwhelmingly passed legislation prohibiting the diversion of MTA dedicated funds - the
“transit lock box” bill, S.4257C/A.6766C of 2011. That legislation was effectively nullified in December
2011 as part of a special session that changed the personal income tax. The bill to protect the MTA’s
dedicated transit funds drew strong interest outside of the MTA service area, and many legislators and
transit supporters statewide (see the listing at the end of this memo) sought a new bill to expand the law
to all public transportation systems in NY State. In 2013, the expanded legislation - which is identical to
A.8511/S.6807 of 2018 - was passed by the legislature, but vetoed by the Governor.



Legislators, and the New Yorkers they represent, recognized that diverting dedicated transit funds is
poor policy, and is a breach of trust with the public. As a matter of principle and practice, transit
dedicated funds should be spent only for subway, bus and commuter operations and transit capital
projects. Dedicated funds were explicitly created for the specific purpose of providing public
transportation systems with a “stable and reliable dedicated funding source.”

In the NYC metropolitan region, past diversions of transit dedicated funds led to the elimination of 36
bus routes and subway service—burdening millions of city and suburban riders with greater waits, more
crowding, extra transfers and longer trips. Some commuter rail riders had their trains eliminated and
stops added to remaining trains. Paratransit service for individuals with disabilities were made even
less convenient or, in some communities, eliminated completely.

Across the state, transit agencies are experiencing record ridership levels and severely constrained
budgets. Steady and reliable funding sources are crucial to assuring the integrity of our transit systems,
especially for the most vulnerable, New Yorkers who can least afford to have their transit service cut or
their fare hiked.

We strongly support this legislation, and call for its passage again in 2018.

See attached a listing of the groups supporting the identical legislation that was vetoed in
2013.



Support for Statewide Transit Fund Lockbox Bill
Identical to A8511/S6807 of 2018
Originally Submitted June 2012

SUPPORTERS
A.9017 (BRENNAN) S. 6170-A (GOLDEN)

AARP

** Advocacy Coalition of the Hudson Valley

Apollo Alliance

Asian Americans for Equality

ATU Local 282

ATU Local 580

ATU Local 726

ATU Local 923

ATU Local 1056

ATU Local 1145

ATU Local 1321

ATU Local 1342

ATU Local 1592

ATU Local 1625

ATU Local 1179

ATU Local 1181

ATU NY Legislative Conference Board
ATU State Conference

Bronx River Tenants Association
Buffalo CarShare

Center for Disability Rights

Center for Working Families

Citizens Committee for New York City
Citizens for Regional Transit Corporation
Community Voices Heard

CUNY Institute for Urban Systems
**Empire State Future
Environmental Advocates

**Empire State Transportation Alliance
General Contractors Association
Green Options Buffalo

**See listings on following pages

Green Village Consulting

League of Women Voters of New York State
League of Women Voters of the City of New York
**Long Island Lobby Coalition

MTA Coalition of Unions

NY State AFL-CIO

Natural Resources Defense Council

New York League of Conservation Voters
New York Public Transit Association

New York State Council of Machinists
**NYS Transportation Equity Alliance

NY Bicycling Coalition

NYPIRG Straphangers Campaign
Partnership for Public Good
PCAC/LIRRCC/MNRCC/NYCTRC
Picture the Homeless

Pratt Center for Community Development
Reconnect Rochester

Reinvent Albany

Regional Center for Independent Living
Regional Plan Association

Rochdale Village Commuters in Action
Transportation Alternatives

Tri-State Transportation Campaign

TWU Local 100

United Auto Workers (locals to come)
Uprose: United Puerto Rican Organization of
Sunset Park Vision Long Island

WeAct for Environmental Justice
Westchester-Putnam Walk-Bike Alliance
Women's City Club

Youth Ministries for Peace and Justice



Advocacy Coalition of the Hudson Valley:

Jennifer Schwartz Berky, Bard College « Todd Erling, Hudson Valley Agri-Business Development
Corporation » David Gilmore, NY Metro Chapter American Planning Association « Simon Gruber,
CUNY Institute for Sustainable Cities « Jolanda Jansen, Hudson Valley Smart Growth Alliance « Guy
Kempe, Rural Ulster Preservation Corporation « Nadine Lemmon, Tri-State Transportation
Campaign « Barney Molloy, Hudson River Watertrail Association « Mary Kay Vrba, Dutchess County
Tourism

Empire State Future:

Adirondack Council « American Farmland Trust « American Institute of Architects — New York Chapter
American Institute of Architects — New York State « American Planning Association — New York Upstate
Chapter Audubon — New York « Bike Walk Alliance of Westchester & Putnam < Binghamton Regional
Sustainability Coalition « Building Performance Lab- CUNY « The Catskill Center « Centerstate
Corporation for Economic Opportunity « East Coast Greenway Alliance « Environmental Advocates of
New York « FXFowle Architects, PC « Green Options Buffalo « Green Village Consulting — Rochester ¢
Hunt Engineers, Architects and Land Surveyors, PC. IBI Group * Jonathan Rose Companies ¢
Landmark Society of Western New York * League of Women Voters of New York State « The Leyland
Alliance « Local Initiative Support Corporation, Buffalo « Mid-Hudson Pattern for Progress « Natural
Resources Defense Council » The Nature Conservancy — New York ¢« NeighborWorks — Rochester «
New York Bicycling Coalition « New York Civic « New York League of Conservation Voters « New York
Planning Federation « New York State Association of County Health Officials « New York State Urban
Council » Orange County Citizens’ Foundation « Parks & Trails New York « Partners for a Livable
Western New York « Partnership for the Public Good- Buffalo « Preservation League of New York State
* Project For Public Spaces * Regional Plan Association « Rochester Regional Community Design
Center « Scenic Hudson ¢ Sierra Club — Atlantic Chapter « Smart Growth America * Sustainable Hudson
Valley « Sustainable Long Island « Sustainable Saratoga « Sustainable South Bronx « Sustainable
Tompkins * Syracuse First « The Stakeholders, Inc. » Ticonderoga Revitalization Alliance ¢ Tri-state
Transportation Campaign ¢ University Transportation Research Center, Region Il (UTRC) Urban Land
Institute — New York District Council * Vision Long Island « WE ACT for Environmental Justice « Wildlife
Conservation Society * W X 'Y architecture + urban design

Empire State Transportation Alliance (ESTA):

ACEC New York « AECOM, Inc. « Campaign for New York’s Future ¢ Citizens Union Foundation « City
University of New York’s University Transportation Research Center Construction Industry Council of
New York « Environmental Defense Fund « General Contractors Association of New York « Long Island
Contractor’s Association * Natural Resources Defense Council « New York League of Conservation
Voters « NYPIRG « NYU Rudin Center for Transportation Policy and Management « PB, Inc. *
Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee to MTA « Real Estate Board of New York ¢ Regional Plan
Association « Straphangers Campaign * STV, Inc. « Transport Workers Union Local 100 -
Transportation Alternatives * Tri-State Transportation Campaign



