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Civic Groups Support NYSERDA Board’s Request 
For External Review of SUNY Poly Land-Swap  

 
We join the Authorities Budget Office in strongly supporting New York State Energy 
Research and Development Authority board members who called for an “external 
review” of the transfer of the Saratoga Technology + Energy Park to SUNY Polytechnic 
for $1 at their September 21 board meeting.   
 
We applaud the NYSERDA board members for fulfilling their responsibility under state 
law to meet their fiduciary duty and to act with a “Duty of loyalty and care to the 
organization and commitment to the authority’s mission and the public interest.” 
 
We agree with the public remarks of the Authorities Budget Office that the NYSERDA 
board was doing exactly what independent authority members in New York are expected 
to do in calling for such an external review.  
 
Under state law, NYSERDA is an independent state authority governed by an 
independent board of directors who are responsible for the authority’s spending.  
 
Contact: 

• Susan Lerner, Common Cause NY, (212) 691-6421 SLerner@CommonCause.org 
• Ron Deutsch Fiscal Policy Institute 518-786-3156 deutsch@fiscalpolicy.org 
• Elizabeth Bird, Good Jobs New York 212-721-4865 elizabeth@goodjobsfirst.org 
• Russ Haven, NYPIRG, 518-436-0876 x256 russhaven@gmail.com 
• John Kaehny, Reinvent Albany 917-388-9040 jkaehny@reinventalbany.org 
• Laura Ladd Bierman, League of Women Voters of NYS, 518-465-4162 

laura@lwvny.org 
 
Please see the sources below for more information: 

• Capital New York – Watchdog: State board right to question SUNY Poly deal 
• Times Union - Several NYSERDA board members openly challenged deal with 

SUNY Poly 
• NYSERDA - Board and Committee Meetings and Webcasts  

 


