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April 23, 2020

Re: Support for New York’s Metropolitan Transportation Authority in CARES-2

Dear Members of the downstate New York Congressional Delegation: 

We write to urge you to ensure that federal emergency funding for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority is proportionate to its immense scale within the American 



public transit sector and fundamental importance to the economy of the New York 
City region. The COVID-19 emergency has destroyed the MTA's ridership and 
revenue, while inflicting terrible human suffering -- at least 83 MTA employees have 
died --- and staggering financial losses.

The MTA said on April 16 that it needed $3.9 billion in additional federal aid to keep 
afloat during 2020. Credible estimates indicate that the need may be even greater. 
An analysis released by some of our organizations on April 15 found the MTA’s 
shortfall may run from $4.4 to $8 billion. This problem deserves your utmost 
attention.

As you know, New York relies on transit to a unique degree among American cities. 
Even with ridership down dramatically, we need to keep the system in good running 
order. New Yorkers riding buses, subways and commuter trains today work in 
hospitals. They are receiving and sorting critical goods, and keeping grocery stores 
stocked. Transit workers and presumably, regular riders have been hard hit by 
Covid-19. We need the MTA to run enough transit service so that essential 
personnel and transit workers all have more space on buses and trains. We also 
need to make sure that the MTA's vital Access-A-Ride paratransit service, which 
takes riders to jobs and health care, is operating fully throughout this crisis and 
beyond.

The MTA accounted for nearly 40 percent of transit trips nationwide in 2018, 
according to federal data (see attached sheet on metro shares of the U.S. transit 
market). Yet the agency received less than 15 percent of the transit funding made 
available in the March CARES Act.

As the crisis eases, New York will not return to work and other aspects of our lives 
primarily in automobiles. We not only need the MTA to continue to function through 
the worst of the crisis, but also to be poised to rebound and again accommodate a 
large share of travel, including more transit accessibility, in the city and metropolitan 
region.

Helping New York get back to work will be an important component of getting 
America back to work. In better times, the MTA moves 9 million people per day, and 
is critical to the daily function of a region that accounts for 11 percent of America’s 
gross domestic product.

We look forward to working with you as you shape relief legislation.
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American transit system scales (ridership) 2018 New York transit funding share  
CARES Act, March 2020 
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Notes 
• MTA ridership totals NYC Transit, MTA Bus, LIRR, Metro-North, Staten Island Rapid Transit

• Chicago ridership totals CTA, commuter rail and Pace bus

• Los Angeles totals LA Metro, Long Beach Transit, Foothill Transit, City of LA and Santa Monica bus ridership and MetroLink 

• Bay Area totals SF Muni, BART, AC Transit and Santa Clara Valley Transit 

• Seattle totals King County Metro and Puget Sound Transit

• “All others” includes over 500 smaller systems that report ridership to the Federal Transit Administration 


Sources  
National Transit Database compiled by TransitCenter, FTA apportionments spreadsheet

 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QUN4dkK9WpS5UawZPbYhGeprGhe_Kn6qn6jIWlZ_ai8/edit#gid=626171945

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/apportionments/table-2-fy-2020-cares-act-section-5307-urbanized-area-apportionments ReinventAlbany.org       @ReinventAlbany
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