
 Reinvent Albany 
 American Institute of Architects New York (AIANY)  ●  Bike New York 

 Citizens Budget Commission  ●  Common Cause NY 
 Environmental Defense Fund  ●  Move NY  ●  Natural Resources Defense Council 
 New York Building Congress  ●  New York City Environmental Justice Alliance 

 New York Lawyers for the Public Interest  ●  New York League of Conservation Voters  ●  Open Plans 
 Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee to the MTA (PCAC) 

 Real Estate Board of New York  ●  Regional Plan Association  ●  Riders Alliance 
 Rise and Resist Elevator Action Group  ●  Sam Schwartz  ●  StreetsPAC 

 Tri-State Transportation Campaign  ●  Transportation Alternatives 

 MEMO OF OPPOSITION 

 A1174 (Beephan) 
 A1491 (Pheffer Amato) 
 A1599 (Pheffer Amato) 

 A1747 (Weprin) 
 A1884 (Eachus) 

 A3504 (Rajkumar) 
 A3856 (Williams) 
 A3887 (Williams) 

 S284 (Rhoads) / A2157 (Ra) 
 S533 (Martins) 
 S1952 (Weber) 

 S2362 (Scarcella-Spanton) / A2144 (Fall) 
 S2621-A (Scarcella-Spanton) 
 S2622 (Scarcella-Spanton) 

 S2630 (Jackson) / A3586 (Pheffer Amato) 
 S3516 (Scarcella-Spanton) / A551 (Pheffer Amato) 

 S3525 (Ortt) / A2344 (Hawley) 

 No more congestion pricing carve-outs or delays! 

 February 5, 2025 

 STATEMENT OF OPPOSITION 
 Our groups strongly oppose these bills, many of which seek to exempt special interest 
 groups who enter the central business district with their personal vehicles from 
 congestion pricing tolls. Other bills propose delaying the program or canceling it 
 altogether. Results during the first month suggest that congestion pricing is working; all 
 of these bills would result in less revenue for MTA capital projects, increased traffic 
 congestion, and worse air quality – the three main pillars of the congestion pricing 
 program. 

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A1174
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A1491
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A1599
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A1747
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A1884
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A3504
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A3856
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A3887
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S284
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S533
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S1952
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S2362
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S2621/amendment/A
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S2622
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S2630
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A551
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S3525


 These bills are an attempt by special interest groups to win special treatment through 
 political influence in the Legislature after their proposals were rejected by an 
 independent panel and its staff experts, and by the courts. 

 The Traffic Mobility Review Board (TMRB) spent months evaluating more than 120 
 requests for congestion toll exemptions, largely from special interest groups. 

 Our groups observed the entire process very closely and believe TMRB honored its 
 stated goal of basing its decisions on three fundamental principles: 

 1.  Serve the many, not the few. 
 2.  Act as fairly as possible. 
 3.  Keep tolls as low as possible by limiting toll exemptions for special interests. 

 We credit the TMRB with creating a toll exemption policy that is fair and provides the 
 greatest benefit to the greatest number of New Yorkers. We ask the Legislature to 
 respect that policy and its commitment to basic fairness. 

 The Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee (PCAC) to the MTA and Regional Plan 
 Association  found that  exempting municipal workers  would cost $140 million/year 
 under a $15 toll. According to the PCAC, exempting NYPD members alone from the 
 updated $9 toll would cost $22 million in toll revenue in 2025 and more annually as 
 planned toll increases are phased in. 

 It would be contrary to notions of basic fairness to pass these bills and reward special 
 interests with massive handouts that will ultimately be paid by other toll payers or 
 taxpayers. 

 We urge the Legislature to NOT pass these bills. 
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https://rpa.org/work/reports/the-impacts-of-exempting-municipal-workers-from-the-nyc-congestion-pricing-program

