
​N​​ew Yorkers Don’t Know if Lobbyists Support or Oppose​
​Bills, Rate-Making, and Other Government Actions​

​S9557/A9559 would require lobbyists to report their support or opposition,​
​bringing New York in line with other states​

​April 28, 2026​

​New York State currently does not require lobbyists to disclose what position they take​
​on legislation or other government actions they are trying to influence. While you can​
​search the NYS​​Commission on Ethics and Lobbying in​​Government (COELIG) portal​
​for bills that lobbyists are attempting to influence, New Yorkers cannot answer the basic​
​question of whether special interest groups are backing or trying to stop legislation.​

​S9557 (Mayer) / A9559 (Rajkumar)​​would require lobbyists to report their positions on​
​legislation, rule-makings, and executive orders – including whether the lobbying was in​
​“support,” “support with proposed amendments,” “opposition,” or “opposition absent​
​proposed amendments.” Other states require lobbyists to disclose their positions on​
​bills, including Montana, Colorado, Nebraska, and Wisconsin.​

​Idaho requires lobbyists to report which sections they are seeking to influence within​
​appropriations bills. New York only requires lobbyists to report bill numbers – including​
​for budget legislation – leaving it open-ended for filers in reporting the subject of​
​lobbying, since NY’s budget bills are hundreds of pages long.​​S9557/A9559​​requires​
​lobbyists to say what specific appropriations they are supporting or opposing.​

​Below is a sampling of other states that require more information in their lobbying​
​reports.​

​reinventalbany.org​
​OPEN, ACCOUNTABLE, EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT​
​377 Broadway, 10th Floor, New York, NY 10013​

https://reports.ethics.ny.gov/publicquery
https://reinventalbany.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Reinvent-Albany-Memo-of-Support-for-S9557-Mayer-_-A9559-Rajkumar-%E2%80%93-Requires-lobbyists-to-report-support-for-or-opposition-to-legislation.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S9557


Other States Show Whether Lobbyists Support or 
Oppose Bills
Reporting examples from Montana, Colorado, Nebraska, Wisconsin, and Idaho.
Context: S9557/A9559 would require similar position disclosures in New York.

STATE DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENT REPORTING SNAPSHOT

Montana Reports show whether the lobbying activity
was in support, opposition, or modification
of official actions. (See 44.12.102 of the
Administrative Rules of Montana)

Lobbying disclosed by AAA in 2025 (No unique url; use Registry of Lobbying
Activities to search)

Colorado Requires lobbyist clients to report whether
they are supporting, opposing, amending,
or monitoring the legislation. (See Part 3 of
Colorado's "Sunshine Law").

Portal example: SB25-134 results include Supporting, Amending, and Monitoring.
(No unique url, must enter information into portal).

https://rules.mt.gov/browse/collections/aec52c46-128e-4279-9068-8af5d5432d74/policies/35602c34-c198-4c9c-9119-2e728b9bcc85
https://rules.mt.gov/browse/collections/aec52c46-128e-4279-9068-8af5d5432d74/policies/35602c34-c198-4c9c-9119-2e728b9bcc85
https://lobbyist-ext.mt.gov/LobbyistRegistration/public/searchRegistry/home
https://lobbyist-ext.mt.gov/LobbyistRegistration/public/searchRegistry/home
https://colorado.public.law/statutes/crs_24-6-301
https://colorado.public.law/statutes/crs_24-6-301
https://www.coloradosos.gov/lobby/Home.do


STATE DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENT REPORTING SNAPSHOT

Nebraska Requires lobbyists to show on their
statement of activity support or opposition
to legislation (See Chapter 6, Rules and
Regulations for Lobbying of Title 4,
Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure
Commission and the Nebraska State
Legislature's Website).

Portal example: LB145 from 2025 lists support positions by lobbyist/principal.

Wisconsin Requires lobbyists to list their position on
legislation and other matters, and also
upload "supporting documentation" such as
memos of support. (See their Lobbying
Users Guide).

See the reporting on positions via the lobbying portal below where red down arrows
represent opposition to a bill. (No unique url, use the portal to see positions.)

Idaho Reporting must include information about
the items within appropriation bills being
lobbied on. (See Lobbyist Manual and
Chapter 66 of Title 67 of the Idaho
Statutes).

For the Idaho Medical Association, they report working on several appropriations
bills, along with the specific sections of the bill that they sought to influence (no
unique url; use portal to search).

https://nadc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Rule6%2009.pdf
https://nadc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Rule6%2009.pdf
https://nadc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Rule6%2009.pdf
https://nadc.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/Rule6%2009.pdf
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/lobbyist/view.php?link=view_bill_search&Legislature=108&Prefix=LB&Number=145&Suffix=&submit=Search&page=1&sort=position&sort_order=desc
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/lobbyist/view.php?link=view_bill_search&Legislature=108&Prefix=LB&Number=145&Suffix=&submit=Search&page=1&sort=position&sort_order=desc
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/lobbyist/view.php?link=view_bill_search&Legislature=108&Prefix=LB&Number=145&Suffix=&submit=Search&page=1&sort=position&sort_order=desc
https://ethics.wi.gov/Resources/Lobbying%20Users%20Guide%2007192022.pdf
https://ethics.wi.gov/Resources/Lobbying%20Users%20Guide%2007192022.pdf
https://lobbying.wi.gov/What/BillInformation/2023REG/Information/23948?tab=Principals
https://sos.idaho.gov/elections/publications/Lobbyist_Handbook.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title67/t67ch66/sect67-6619/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title67/t67ch66/sect67-6619/
https://sunshine.voteidaho.gov/public/lobbyistmodule/employerProfile



